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Vessels surveyed this summer 
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Marlborough gets more visits 

from out of the region 
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Fouling rates are not reducing 
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Fouling rates are getting worse 

in Nelson Tasman 
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Marlborough is most exposed to 

fouled boats from Nelson Tasman 
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Niche areas are the biggest issue 

7 



Most Styela on active vessels is 

from Nelson 
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Styela is now spreading on 

structures from secondary 

nodes 
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Undaria shows the results of 

unconstrained spread 



Keeping the level of fouling below 3 will 

stop most pests spreading 
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In-water cleaning is ineffective 
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A quarter to a third of all active 

vessels breach current rules 
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Summary 

• Suppression of Sabella in nodes is 

working, so far. 

• Styela spread can be slowed, but not 

stopped – better maintenance of vessels 

in Nelson Tasman is critical. 

• Marlborough is more exposed  to new 

pests but compliance with its rules would 

be effective. 

• Awareness alone is not enough. 
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